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The rare Taita Falcon (Falco fasciinucha) showed well.
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Overview 
This short tour was an extension to northern South Africa for a private client, following our set-
departure South Africa tours to the Western Cape and Subtropical South Africa. The primary 
goal was to target species occurring in northern South Africa that are absent/uncommon 
elsewhere in the country and/or any species missed on the set-departure South Africa tours. This 
short tour began and ended in Johannesburg and saw us transiting northwards first to the rich 
thornveld of the Zaagkuilsdrift Road, followed by the montane forests of the Magoebaskloof 
hills before visiting the moist grasslands and broad-leaved woodlands found in north-eastern 
Gauteng.  
 
 
Day 1, October 31. Johannesburg 
Following the conclusion of our set-departure Subtropical South Africa tour earlier in the day I 
met up with James, who would be joining this post-tour extension, in the early evening. We 
headed for dinner and, following dinner, drove south of Johannesburg to search for African 
Grass Owl. We arrived on site and began working the region. We enjoyed excellent views of a 
number of Marsh Owls, along with Spotted Thick-knee, but drew a blank on the grass owl for 
most of our time. But at our last stop we had success and saw a single African Grass Owl come 
in, although it remained distant and did leave us wanting more. Then we called it an evening and 
retired to our beds. 
 
Day 2, November 1. Johannesburg to Zaagkuilsdrift 
Despite the late end to the previous day we began early this morning as we headed to a nearby 
wetland to try for in particular Red-chested Flufftail, among others. We initially headed through 
a tract of grasslands before arriving at the wetland. We got off to a good start, finding a covey of 
confiding Orange River Francolins along with a few Cape Longclaws. Soon after arriving at 
the wetland we picked up on the hooting of a Red-chested Flufftail and got into position to see 
it. We waited patiently for it to cross the gap, and soon our wait was rewarded as we had views 
of a male as it came out, quickly walked through the gap, and disappeared. We persisted for a 
little while longer and had some good repeat views before leaving the bird be. The wetland was 
alive this morning, and we enjoyed a regular procession of ducks overhead, including White-
faced and Fulvous Whistling Ducks, Spur-winged and Egyptian Geese, Cape, Red-billed, 
and Hottentot Teals, and African Black and Yellow-billed Ducks, while numbers of African 
Snipes gave their drumming display flight all around us. African Rail and Black Crake 
remained heard only, although we did manage to get good views of Glossy and African Sacred 
Ibises, African Swamphen, Black-winged Stilt, Burchell’s Coucal, Marsh Owl, Lesser 
Swamp, Little Rush, and African Reed Warblers, Levaillant’s Cisticola, Fan-tailed 
Widowbird, and Orange-breasted Waxbill. We turned our attention to the surrounding 
grasslands again and slowly worked our way through them. Here we added Swainson’s 
Spurfowl, Northern Black Korhaan, Crowned and African Wattled Lapwings, Diederik 
Cuckoo, Spike-heeled Lark, Banded Martin, a plethora of cisticolas, namely Zitting, Desert, 
Cloud and Wing-snapping Cisticolas and Black-chested Prinia, Capped Wheatear, Long-
tailed Widowbird, and Black-throated Canary. Then we headed to a nearby spot for 
Melodious Lark, although we sadly missed this bird. We enjoyed a similar suite of species to 
what we had had earlier in the day, with the highlights going to a pair of Secretarybirds and 
South African Cliff Swallow. Then we made our way northwards towards the Zaagkuilsdrift 
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Road, but not before stopping in the Seringveld Conservancy for some afternoon birding. Being 
in a tract of broad-leaved woodland here, the birding can be difficult, as one looks for bird 
parties, which contain the primary specials. We had a slow afternoon and had to work hard for 
our species, getting only a few of the main specials. The major standouts were Lizard Buzzard, 
Striped Kingfisher, White-fronted Bee-eater, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Brown-backed 
Honeybird, Brubru, Pearl-breasted Swallow, Green-capped Eremomela, and Bushveld 
Pipit. Other species seen here included Red-chested Cuckoo, European Bee-eater, African 
Hoopoe, Green Wood Hoopoe, Black-headed Oriole, Lesser Striped Swallow, Long-billed 
Crombec, White-browed Scrub Robin, Southern Black Flycatcher, White-bellied Sunbird, 
and Golden-breasted Bunting. When we arrived on the Zaagkuilsdrift Road in the late 
afternoon we made our way to our lodge, where we checked in and settled down for a good 
dinner under the stars. Afterwards we had another night drive and enjoyed a highly successful 
outing. A glorious Southern White-faced Owl showed well early, which was followed by 
Western Barn Owl, Marsh Owl, and Fiery-necked Nightjar. Pearl-spotted Owlet was heard 
only. This rounded off an excellent day with just shy of 130 species having been seen. 
 

 
Orange River Francolin showed well early in the day. 

 
Day 3, November 2. Zaagkuilsdrift to Magoebaskloof 
We began bright and early once more, forgetting about our tired eyes all too quickly. We did a 
morning drive along the road, slowly birding our way through the thornveld until we arrived at 
the occasionally inundated floodplain, although it was still dry now with only a few pools of 
water present. We had an exceptional morning and managed to find many of the regions specials. 
The roads were littered with Crested Francolin and Natal and Swainson’s Spurfowls, while 
the thicker vegetation closer to the river provided us with Black and Red-chested Cuckoos, a 
surprise Grey-headed Kingfisher, African Grey Hornbill, Lesser Honeyguide, Cardinal 
Woodpecker, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Southern Boubou, Willow Warbler, Grey-
backed Camaroptera, Arrow-marked Babbler, Spotted Flycatcher, and White-throated 
Robin-Chat. The acacia thornveld delivered Pearl-spotted Owlet, Red-faced Mousebird, 
Southern Yellow-billed and Southern Red-billed Hornbills, Acacia Pied Barbet, Chinspot 
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Batis, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Magpie Shrike, Cape Penduline 
Tit, Ashy Tit, Pearl-breasted Swallow, Barred Wren-Warbler, Southern Pied Babbler, 
Chestnut-vented Warbler, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Marico Flycatcher, Red-billed Buffalo 
Weaver, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Scaly-feathered Weaver, Lesser Masked 
Weaver, Green-winged Pytilia, Red-billed and Jameson’s Firefinches, and Blue Waxbill. 
The small patches of water around the floodplain held a surprising number of species, such as 
White-faced Whistling Duck, Knob-billed Duck, Yellow-billed Stork, African Spoonbill, 
Hamerkop, Great Egret, Black Heron, and African Jacana. The dry plains around the water 
provided Kittlitz’s Plover, Namaqua Dove, Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark, African Pipit, 
and Quailfinch, while the dry scrub held Gabar Goshawk, Grey Go-away-bird, White-
backed Mousebird, Red-breasted Swallow, Marico Sunbird, Great Sparrow, and Yellow 
Canary. We eventually arrived back at the lodge for brunch, after which we tackled the road 
northwards as we headed to Polokwane and eventually to Magoebaskloof, where we would 
spend the night. After a few hours we arrived at our first port of call in some dry scrub east of 
Polokwane, where we searched for our primary target here, Short-clawed Lark. Although the 
time of day wasn’t great, we were confident we would get the bird and set off. After quite some 
time I picked up the shrill, high-pitched call of this bird, and it took us a while to track it down, 
but we eventually did and enjoyed some good and extended views of a pair of Short-clawed 
Larks, as they foraged along a track, occasionally popping up to the tops of the bushes. Other 
species seen here included Spotted Thick-knee, European Bee-eater, Kalahari and White-
browed Scrub Robins, Cape Weaver, and Streaky-headed Seedeater.  
 

 
The localized Short-clawed Lark was one of many highlights today. 

 
With a little bit of time left in the day we hastily headed toward the forested Magoebaskloof 
hills, where we’d try to track down our target species. We arrived in a bustling party, filled with 
all sorts of bird calls and constant movement, which made it somewhat tricky to keep track of 
what was going on around us. The delightful Cape Batis showed well, as did Yellow-throated 
Woodland Warbler and Bar-throated Apalis. We had to work to get our views of Olive 
Bushshrike, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher and Barratt’s Warbler, though, but we 
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enjoyed views of all of these, before a trill gave away Green Twinspot. The bird was quite 
skittish and sadly only gave us quick views as it flitted around the thickets, leaving us wanting 
more. Chorister Robin-Chat and White-starred Robin also showed well before I picked up on 
an Orange Ground Thrush singing. We started to search for the bird, and as so often happens 
with this species, contrary to its name, I managed to find it calling high up in the canopy of a 
truly massive tree. We enjoyed some good scope views until our necks gave in and we pressed 
on. Narina Trogon, Knysna Turaco, and Yellow-streaked Greenbul all remained heard only. 
Daylight was almost gone by now, and our last species seen included African Emerald Cuckoo, 
Drakensberg Prinia, Olive Thrush, Cape Robin-Chat, Southern Double-collared Sunbird, 
and Cape and Forest Canaries. A flock of Cape Parrots flew noisily overhead as we got back 
to our car. We headed to our comfortable accommodation, and a night walk after dinner 
produced great views of African Wood Owl. This rounded off another excellent day, with our 
day list exceeding 150 species.  
 
Day 4, November 3. Magoebaskloof and surrounds  
We brushed our tired eyes off once again this morning, as we headed out nice and early in search 
of the rare and difficult Striped Flufftail. It was a perfect morning with overcast conditions but 
no rain, yet we were to be disappointed, as no matter where we tried, we failed to get any calling 
birds. We worked the grassland patch for a good few hours, and with soaked clothes we gave up 
to focus on some of our other targets. Some of the birds seen on this morning venture included 
African Black Duck, Woolly-necked Stork, some great views of a soaring Rufous-breasted 
Sparrowhawk, African Olive Pigeon, Brown-backed Honeybird, Black Saw-wing, Cape 
Grassbird, Wailing Cisticola, Drakensberg Prinia, Southern Double-collared Sunbird, 
Yellow Bishop, and African Pied Wagtail. We moved into the montane forests on Woodbush 
Forest Drive and slowly worked our way down the track. The birding was mostly pretty quiet, 
but we did enjoy a few bird parties and connected with the majority of our targets here. We had 
some great views of noisy Knysna Turacos as they bounded around the tree tops, while African 
Emerald and Red-chested Cuckoos called at regular intervals. We enjoyed views of the prized 
Narina Trogon together with Olive Woodpecker and a few flight views of Cape Parrots. The 
thickets in the mid-story held species such as Cape Batis, Olive Bushshrike, Grey 
Cuckooshrike, Square-tailed Drongo, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Sombre and 
Yellow-streaked Greenbuls, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Bar-throated Apalis, and 
quite literally on the edge of the last bit of forest Black-fronted Bushshrike. This prized bird is 
perhaps the biggest target here, and after a bit of effort we were rewarded with some good views. 
The understory held Olive Thrush, Chorister Robin-Chat, White-starred Robin and Green-
backed Camaroptera. A quick stop at Debengeni Falls delivered Mountain Wagtail but not 
much else. With lunch on the horizon we headed to Tzaneen, where we collected lunch and 
headed into the suburbs in search of another target, Magpie Mannikin. Our stop here was 
spectacular, and we were regularly interrupted by all sorts of species, ranging from the large 
Purple-crested Turaco to the dainty Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird. Thickets held African 
Paradise Flycatcher, White-browed Robin-Chat, Collared Sunbird, and Spectacled 
Weaver, while the more open areas along a stream produced Red-faced Cisticola, Scarlet-
chested Sunbird, Holub’s Golden Weaver, and after a few brief flyovers some good perched 
views of a flock of Magpie Mannikins. A number of hirundines worked the sky, with highlights 
going to Wire-tailed and Greater and Lesser Striped Swallows. Following our success here we 
headed into the bushveld east of Tzaneen, where we left the clouds behind and found ourselves 
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in full sun and dying of the heat and humidity. Despite the conditions we enjoyed a steady stream 
of birds, with highlights going to Little Sparrowhawk, Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, Broad-
billed Roller, Common Scimitarbill, Black-collared Barbet, Black Cuckooshrike, Yellow-
bellied Greenbul, Croaking Cisticola, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Grey-backed Camaroptera, 
Violet-backed Starling, Kurrichane Thrush, Pale Flycatcher, White-throated Robin-Chat, 
Red-headed Weaver, and a brief Bushveld Pipit. The main standout, however, were Grey-
headed, Orange-breasted, and Gorgeous Bushshrikes, which we found in exactly the same 
place and enjoyed some spectacular views of the prized Gorgeous Bushshrike in particular. Our 
afternoon was rounded off with a Bat Hawk sitting contently on its nest, which pushed our daily 
tally to just shy of 130 species.  
 

 
Black-fronted Bushshrike was a highlight during the day. 

 
Day 5, November 4. Magoebaskloof to Zusterstroom  
With a few possible options for the day we decided to focus on the incredibly rare Taita Falcon, 
which had been showing well recently, even though it meant quite a long detour. A quick 
morning walk around the grounds of the lodge started our morning and gave up Knysna Turaco, 
Olive and Golden-tailed Woodpeckers, Olive Bushshrike, Grey Cuckooshrike, Square-
tailed Drongo, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Chorister 
Robin-Chat, and Swee Waxbill, while Narina Trogon, Barratt’s Warbler and Brown Scrub 
Robin all remained heard only. Following breakfast we checked out and headed off for the 
Strydom Tunnel, where we’d try for Taita Falcon. We arrived on site and after a short wait were 
rewarded with our first views of a bird came screaming in along the cliffs. We enjoyed a few 
more excellent flight views before the bird finally settled on a perch we could see, and we had 
some good, albeit distant scope views of the bird perched. Our time here also provided Cape 
Vulture, Red-winged Starling, Mocking Cliff and Familiar Chats, while Cape Rock Thrush 
was just heard. With the rare falcon firmly under our belts we tried our luck at a Buff-spotted 
Flufftail that had been showing well not far off our route, although we would be trying at the 
worst time of day. We arrived on site and the patience game began. We tried for a good few 
hours but had to walk away empty-handed. Highlights here were Narina Trogon, Half-collared 
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Kingfisher, and Terrestrial Brownbul. With still quite a bit of ground to cover we hit the road 
for our final destination in the Wilge River Valley, Zusterstroom. We made good ground and 
arrived shortly before dark, enjoying Southern Bald Ibis, Long-crested Eagle, and Whiskered 
Tern en route. After dinner we set off for a night drive, although it was on the quiet side, being 
notably windy. Spotted Thick-knee, Spotted Eagle-Owl, Marsh Owl, and Rufous-cheeked 
Nightjar were all seen, while Pearl-spotted Owlet and Fiery-necked Nightjar remained heard 
only. 
 

 
We had incredible views of Taita Falcon. 

 
Day 6, November 5. Zusterstroom to Johannesburg 
This being the last day of this tour we gave it our all and headed off to Mabusa Nature Reserve, 
where we’d spend the day before needing to head back to the airport in the early afternoon. We 
birded the grasslands first before moving into the broad-leaved woodland and enjoyed quite a bit 
of success. Our primary target was Short-tailed Pipit, and after some patience we enjoyed many 
good flight views of this nomadic and poorly-known species as they commuted around. All our 
efforts to get views on the ground were thwarted, however. Coqui and Shelley’s Francolins 
together with White-bellied Bustard called from down in the valley. But we did enjoy some 
good views of a covey of Red-winged Francolin, while Montagu’s Harrier floated by and a 
pair of Buffy Pipits foraged on the roadside before we headed into the woodland. We enjoyed a 
plethora of activity in the woodland with birds dripping from the trees all around us at times. 
Notable species here included Striped Kingfisher, Black-crowned Tchagra, Brubru, 
Southern Black Tit, Fawn-colored and Flappet Larks, Green-capped Eremomela, Red-
billed Oxpecker, Groundscraper Thrush, Yellow-throated Petronia, numbers of Bushveld 
Pipits, and Golden-breasted Bunting. We had to pull ourselves away from the constant activity 
as we headed deeper into the reserve. Open tracts of previously-burnt grassland gave us a 
surprise when we found about four Temminck’s Coursers. After having had our fill of these 
strange birds we entered some rocky woodland, which produced Brown Snake Eagle, Cape 
Vulture, Brown-backed Honeybird, Bearded Woodpecker, Red-breasted Swallow, Lazy 
Cisticola, Long-billed Pipit, and the tricky Short-toed Rock Thrush. Our next port of a call 
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was a river, where we birded the surrounding bush. This too was most productive, and after 
much searching we eventually found our main target, White-backed Night Heron, another 
poorly-known species. We had to be content with brief views, as the bird was skittish and only 
allowed us flight views. During our efforts searching for this bird we found, among others, 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo, Malachite, Giant, Pied, and Half-collared Kingfishers, White-fronted 
Bee-eater, Greater Honeyguide, and Village Weaver. With time moving on we tried a last 
spot, hoping for Melodious Lark, but. with the wind pumping and the day being hot, we struck 
out and had to be content with Jackal Buzzard, Zitting, Cloud, Desert and Wind-snapping 
Cisticolas, and Ant-eating Chat. This brought our trip to an end, and, stopping for lunch along 
the way, we made our way to the Johannesburg airport, where I dropped James off. 
 

 
Bushveld Pipit was around in numbers today. 

 
 
I would kindly like to thank James for the good times and especially the many exceptional 
sightings we had, including a number of highly-sought-after species. Although it was a fairly 
short trip we did very well, ending with 300 species having been seen and with the vast majority 
of our targets having being found. 
 
 

CUSTOM TOUR SOUTH AFRICA - NOVEMBER 2017 – BIRD LIST 

Bold = country endemic 
 Status: VU = Vulnerable, EN = Endangered 

Common name Scientific name Trip 
  ANSERIFORMES   
Ducks, Geese and Swans   Anatidae   
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 1 
Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 1 
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Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 1 
Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 1 
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 1 
Hottentot Teal Spatula hottentota 1 
African Black Duck Anas sparsa 1 
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 1 
Cape Teal Anas capensis 1 
Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 1 
  GALLIFORMES   
Guineafowl   Numididae   
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 1 
Pheasants and allies   Phasianidae   
Coqui Francolin Peliperdix coqui H  
Red-winged Francolin Scleroptila levaillantii 1 
Shelley's Francolin Scleroptila shelleyi H  
Orange River Francolin Scleroptila gutturalis 1 
Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena 1 
Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis 1 
Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii 1 
  PODICIPEDIFORMES   
Grebes   Podicipedidae   
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 
  CICONIIFORMES   
Storks   Ciconiidae   
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 1 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 1 
  PELECANIFORMES   
Ibises, Spoonbills   Threskiornithidae   
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1 
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1 
African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1 
Southern Bald Ibis - VU Geronticus calvus 1 
Herons, Bitterns   Ardeidae   
White-backed Night Heron Gorsachius leuconotus 1 
Striated Heron Butorides striata 1 
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 1 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 
Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 
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Great Egret Ardea alba 1 
Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 1 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 
Hamerkop   Scopidae   
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 
  SULIFORMES   
Cormorants, Shags  Phalacrocoracidae   
Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 1 
White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 1 
  ACCIPITRIFORMES   
Secretarybird   Sagittariidae   
Secretarybird - VU Sagittarius serpentarius 1 
Kites, Hawks and Eagles   Accipitridae   
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 
Cape Vulture - EN Gyps coprotheres 1 
Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 1 
Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 1 
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1 
Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 1 
Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 1 
Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 1 
African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 1 
Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus 1 
Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk Accipiter rufiventris 1 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1 
Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 1 
African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 1 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 
Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 1 
  OTIDIFORMES   
Bustards   Otididae   
White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis H  
Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides 1 
  GRUIFORMES   
Flufftails   Sarothruridae   
Red-chested Flufftail Sarothrura rufa 1 
Rails, Crakes and Coots   Rallidae   
African Rail Rallus caerulescens H  
Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 1 
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African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 1 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 
  CHARADRIIFORMES   
Stone-curlews, Thick-knees   Burhinidae   
Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 1 
Stilts, Avocets   Recurvirostridae   
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1 
Plovers   Charadriidae   
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 1 
Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 1 
African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 1 
Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 1 
Jacanas   Jacanidae   
African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 1 
Sandpipers, Snipes   Scolopacidae   
Little Stint Calidris minuta 1 
African Snipe Gallinago nigripennis 1 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 1 
Coursers, Pratincoles   Glareolidae   
Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii 1 
Gulls, Terns and Skimmers   Laridae   
Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 1 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1 
  COLUMBIFORMES   
Pigeons, Doves   Columbidae   
Rock Dove Columba livia 1 
Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 1 
African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix 1 
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 1 
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 1 
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 1 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 1 
Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 1 
  MUSOPHAGIFORMES   
Turacos   Musophagidae   
Knysna Turaco Tauraco corythaix 1 
Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 1 
Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 1 
  CUCULIFORMES   
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Cuckoos   Cuculidae   
Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii 1 
Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 1 
Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 1 
African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 1 
Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus 1 
Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 1 
  STRIGIFORMES   
Barn Owls   Tytonidae   
Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 1 
African Grass Owl Tyto capensis 1 
Owls   Strigidae   
Southern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis granti 1 
Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 1 
African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii 1 
Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 1 
Marsh Owl Asio capensis 1 
  CAPRIMULGIFORMES   
Nightjars   Caprimulgidae   
Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 1 
Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 1 
  APODIFORMES   
Swifts   Apodidae   
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 1 
Little Swift Apus affinis 1 
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 1 
  COLIIFORMES   
Mousebirds   Coliidae   
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 1 
White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 1 
Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 1 
  TROGONIFORMES   
Trogons  Trogonidae   
Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 1 
  CORACIIFORMES   
Rollers   Coraciidae   
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 1 
Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 1 
Kingfishers   Alcedinidae   
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Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 1 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 1 
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 1 
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 1 
Half-collared Kingfisher Alcedo semitorquata 1 
Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 1 
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 1 
Bee-eaters   Meropidae   
White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 1 
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 1 
  BUCEROTIFORMES   
Hoopoes   Upupidae   
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 1 
Wood Hoopoes   Phoeniculidae   
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 1 
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 1 
Hornbills   Bucerotidae   
Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 1 
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 1 
African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus 1 
  PICIFORMES   
African Barbets   Lybiidae   
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 1 
Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 1 
Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 1 
Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 1 
Honeyguides   Indicatoridae   
Brown-backed Honeybird Prodotiscus regulus 1 
Lesser Honeyguide Indicator minor 1 
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 1 
Woodpeckers   Picidae   
Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 1 
Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus 1 
Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 1 
Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus 1 
  FALCONIFORMES   
Caracaras, Falcons   Falconidae   
Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 1 
Taita Falcon - VU Falco fasciinucha 1 
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  PSITTACIFORMES   
African and New World Parrots   Psittacidae   
Cape Parrot Poicephalus robustus 1 
  PASSERIFORMES   
Wattle-eyes, Batises   Platysteiridae   
Cape Batis Batis capensis 1 
Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 1 
Bushshrikes   Malaconotidae   
Grey-headed Bushshrike Malaconotus blanchoti 1 
Black-fronted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus nigrifrons 1 
Olive Bushshrike Chlorophoneus olivaceus 1 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 1 
Gorgeous Bushshrike Telophorus viridis 1 
Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 1 
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 1 
Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 1 
Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 1 
Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 1 
Brubru Nilaus afer 1 
Cuckooshrikes   Campephagidae   
Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia 1 
Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 1 
Shrikes   Laniidae   
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 1 
Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 1 
Figbirds, Orioles & Turnagra   Oriolidae   
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 1 
Drongos   Dicruridae   
Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 1 
Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 1 
Monarchs   Monarchidae   
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 1 
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 1 
Crows, Jays   Corvidae   
Pied Crow Corvus albus 1 
Tits, Chickadees   Paridae   
Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger 1 
Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens 1 
Penduline Tits   Remizidae   
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Cape Penduline Tit Anthoscopus minutus 1 
Larks   Alaudidae   
Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 1 
Short-clawed Lark Certhilauda chuana 1 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucotis 1 
Fawn-colored Lark Calendulauda africanoides 1 
Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 1 
Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 1 
Bulbuls   Pycnonotidae   
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 1 
Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 1 
Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 1 
Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 1 
Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 1 
Swallows, Martins   Hirundinidae   
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 1 
Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 1 
Banded Martin Riparia cincta 1 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1 
White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 1 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 1 
Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 1 
Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 1 
Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 1 
Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa 1 
South African Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 1 
Crombecs, African Warblers   Macrosphenidae   
Cape Grassbird Sphenoeacus afer 1 
Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 1 
Leaf Warblers and allies   Phylloscopidae   
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus ruficapilla 1 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 1 
Reed Warblers and allies   Acrocephalidae   
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 1 
African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 1 
Grassbirds and allies   Locustellidae   
Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 1 
Barratt's Warbler Bradypterus barratti 1 
Cisticolas and allies   Cisticolidae   
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Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 1 
Lazy Cisticola Cisticola aberrans 1 
Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 1 
Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais 1 
Levaillant's Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 1 
Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 1 
Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla 1 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1 
Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 1 
Cloud Cisticola Cisticola textrix 1 
Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii 1 
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 1 
Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 1 
Drakensberg Prinia Prinia hypoxantha 1 
Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 1 
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 1 
Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 1 
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 1 
Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus 1 
Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops 1 
Laughingthrushes and allies   Leiothrichidae   
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 1 
Southern Pied Babbler Turdoides bicolor 1 
Sylviid Babblers   Sylviidae   
Chestnut-vented Warbler Sylvia subcoerulea 1 
White-eyes   Zosteropidae   
Cape White-eye Zosterops virens 1 
Starlings, Rhabdornis   Sturnidae   
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 1 
Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 1 
Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 1 
Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor 1 
Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 1 
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 1 
Oxpeckers   Buphagidae   
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus 1 
Thrushes   Turdidae   
Orange Ground Thrush Geokichla gurneyi 1 
Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 1 
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Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 1 
Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 1 
Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae   
Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena 1 
White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 1 
Brown Scrub Robin Cercotrichas signata H  
Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 1 
Pale Flycatcher Melaenornis pallidus 1 
Marico Flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis 1 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1 
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 1 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 1 
White-throated Robin-Chat Cossypha humeralis 1 
White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 1 
Chorister Robin-Chat Cossypha dichroa 1 
White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 1 
Cape Rock Thrush Monticola rupestris 1 
Short-toed Rock Thrush Monticola brevipes 1 
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 1 
Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 1 
Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 1 
Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 1 
Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 1 
Sunbirds   Nectariniidae   
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 1 
Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 1 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 1 
Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 1 
Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 1 
White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 1 
Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches   Passeridae   
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1 
Great Sparrow Passer motitensis 1 
Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 1 
Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 1 
Yellow-throated Petronia Gymnoris superciliaris 1 
Weavers, Widowbirds   Ploceidae   
Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 1 
White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 1 
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Scaly-feathered Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 1 
Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 1 
Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 1 
Holub's Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 1 
Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 1 
Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 1 
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 1 
Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 1 
Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 1 
Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 1 
Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 1 
White-winged Widowbird Euplectes albonotatus 1 
Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 1 
Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 1 
Waxbills, Munias and allies   Estrildidae   
Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 1 
Green Twinspot Mandingoa nitidula 1 
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 1 
Jameson's Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 1 
Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 1 
Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis 1 
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 1 
Orange-breasted Waxbill Amandava subflava 1 
Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 1 
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 1 
Magpie Mannikin Lonchura fringilloides 1 
Indigobirds, Whydahs   Viduidae   
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 1 
Wagtails, Pipits   Motacillidae   
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 1 
Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 1 
African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 1 
Cape Longclaw Macronyx capensis 1 
African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 1 
Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis 1 
Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis 1 
Short-tailed Pipit Anthus brachyurus 1 
Bushveld Pipit Anthus caffer 1 
Finches, Euphonias   Fringillidae   
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Forest Canary Crithagra scotops 1 
Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis 1 
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 1 
Yellow Canary Crithagra flaviventris 1 
Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis 1 
Cape Canary Serinus canicollis 1 
Buntings   Emberizidae   
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 1 
Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 1 
TOTAL 300 

 
 

CUSTOM TOUR SOUTH AFRICA - NOVEMBER 2017 – 
MAMMAL LIST 

Common Name  Scientific Name Trip 
  PRIMATES   
  Cercopithecidae   
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 1 
Blue Monkey Cercopithecus mitis  1 
Vervet Monkey Chlorocebus pygerythrus 1 
  LAGOMORPHA   
  Leporidae   
Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 1 
  RODENTIA   
  Sciuridae   
Smith's Bush Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 1 
  CARNIVORA   
  Canidae   
Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 1 
  Herpestidae   
Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 1 
  CETARTIODACTYLA   
  Bovidae   
Black Wildebeest Connochaetes gnou  1 
Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus caama 1 
Blesbok Damaliscus pygargus phillipsi 1 
Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 1 
TOTAL 11 
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