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Cheetah - one of the families we encountered during the trip 
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Overview 

This tour is timed to take advantage of the great birding conditions in the Western Cape 

fynbos zone along with the annual displays of the Namaqualand flowers. With only two 

participants the tour was run as a private tour, tailored to their exact wants.  

 

Beginning in the southern part of the Western Cape Province, we experienced many of the 

fynbos-endemic birds close to Cape Town before transferring to the Overberg farmland 

region filled with green fields and Blue Cranes. A visit to the southernmost tip of Africa 

completed our stay here, before we transferred north into the Namaqualand region. Sadly, the 

flowers were not at their peak yet, due to a lack of rain throughout the area; however, good 

birding compensated for this. Transferring to neighboring Bushmanland, we enjoyed further 

excellent birding with almost all of our target species being found. The mighty Augrabies 

Falls put on a great show for us, and transferring to our northernmost point, the Kgalagadi 

Transfrontier Park, was a grand success, filled with many great cat sightings along with 

excellent birding. Following a long drive to Kimberly, we made the most of our last days 

with some localized birds and many highly-prized mammals, including black-footed cat, 

aardwolf, and aardvark, before the tour ended. 

 

 

Itinerary 

 

Date Location Overnight 

15 August 2016 Rooiels, Overberg Potberg 

16 August 2016 Overberg Potberg 

17 August 2016 Overberg, Ceres, Clanwilliam Clanwilliam 

18 August 2016 Kamieskroon Springbok 

19 August 2016 Port Nolloth, Springbok Springbok 

20 August 2016 Springbok, Aggeneys, Pofadder Pofadder 

21 August 2016 Pofadder, Augrabies Falls NP Augrabies Falls National Park 

22 August 2016 Augrabies Falls NP, Askham Kgalagadi Lodge 

23 August 2016 Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park Kgalagadi Lodge 

24 August 2016 Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park Kgalagadi Lodge 

25 August 2016 Askham, Kimberley Kimberley 

26 August 2016 Kimberley Kimberly 

27 August 2016 Kimberley - 

 

 

Day 1, August 15. Cape Town to the Overberg 

Just after breakfast I met with Pat and Ginger, and we immediately set off toward Rooi-Els, 

where we would spend the morning. We started off well, recording our first Cape Sugarbird 

and Orange-breasted and Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, along with Cape Bunting, 

Karoo Prinia, and Grey-backed Cisticola. As we continued on our walk along the mountain 

path we picked up a few Cape Rockjumpers and later saw that they were ferrying food into 

a nesting site; we were enjoying some great views as the birds went about their business. We 

also managed to pick up both Cape and Sentinel Rock Thrushes, along with Cape 

Grassbird and Yellow Bishop, before a small group of Cape Siskins flew by, perching 

briefly atop the nearby rocks. The area seemed to be invaded by siskins; we had good 

numbers constantly moving through, although none of them showed for long periods. We 

then picked up a calling Victorin’s Warbler, although it was calling from way up the slope 

and we couldn’t get any closer. A small group of the vivid Ground Woodpeckers obliged 
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just as we returned to the car. We headed off to the nearby Stony Point penguin colony and 

enjoyed close-ups with their famous residents, African Penguins. Bank, Cape, Crowned, 

and White-breasted Cormorants showed off too, along with good numbers of White-

chinned Petrels together with a few Cape Gannets offshore. A Hamerkop flying over the 

shoreline was an odd sight. The nearby Harold Porter National Botanical Garden was next on 

the list, and after a good lunch we set off on a brief walk around the garden. We enjoyed the 

likes of Bar-throated Apalis, Speckled Mousebird, Cape Batis, Brimstone Canary, 

Yellow Bishop, Olive Thrush, Jackal Buzzard, Cape Spurfowl, and a small group of 

confiding Swee Waxbills before having to transfer onwards to the Overberg region. We 

enjoyed a large group of Blue Cranes next to the highway, although we sadly couldn’t stop, 
before arriving on the outskirts of Bredasdorp, from where we birded our way to our 

overnight accommodation.  

 

Travel initially was slow, with many birds halting us on our way. We ran into our first 

Southern Red Bishops, followed by Large-billed and Red-capped Larks, Yellow, White-

throated, and Cape Canaries, and Levaillant’s Cisticola. We pulled over for our first 

proper views of Blue Cranes – a group right next to the road, and scanning some odd ‘geese’ 
in a nearby field revealed a small group of four Denham’s Bustards. Albeit a bit distant, we 

enjoyed good looks at this prized species. Just slightly further along we ran into our first 

Capped Wheatear, and, as soon as we stopped, heard the characteristic call of Agulhas 

Long-billed Lark. After a bit of a wait I picked up the bird walking through a very grassy 

section of the field. The bird soon disappeared but suddenly reappeared in the middle of the 

road, right next to us! We had crippling views until a car came screaming along and sent the 

bird back into the field. We had barely left when an Egyptian mongoose came bounding 

across the road and moved off into the long grass. Many yellow mongooses were also seen as 

we continued on our way. Some of the last species encountered before arriving at our 

overnight accommodation were Cape Longclaw, African Stonechat, Pied Starling, and 

Black-winged Stilt. A fish dinner rounded off an excellent first day.  

 

 
 

Cape Rockjumper – one of the highlights from the first day 
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Day 2, August 16. The Overberg 

Following a good breakfast we set off for the nearby De Hoop Nature Reserve. On the way 

we ran into African Spoonbill, Cape Shoveler, Cape Teal, African Marsh Harrier, 

Bokmakierie, Yellow Canary, Rock Martin, Fork-tailed Drongo, and our first of many 

Blue Cranes for the day. Grey rhebok and steenbok were highlights on the mammal side. 

After checking into the reserve we ran into Grey-winged Francolin perched right next to the 

road and enjoyed great views of the bird as it sat tight on the road verge. A rising whistle 

revealed the presence of a Cape Clapper Lark, and in no time we were enjoying great views 

of an individual perched on an Erica plant right next to us. We were fully able to enjoy the 

fine markings and details on the feathers of this species before it headed back into the fynbos. 

A Spotted Thick-knee perched next to the road, along with Common Ostrich, and bontebok 

and common eland were other notable sightings before we arrived at the camp area. Here we 

set off on a walk, targeting Knysna Woodpecker and Southern Tchagra. The tchagra wasn’t 
hard to find, and we enjoyed some great views of a bird completely in the open, with a tame 

Southern Boubou hopping around next to it for comparison’s sake. The woodpecker proved 
a bit trickier to find, and with a strong wind blowing and very infrequent calling it took us a 

while to pin the bird down. All of a sudden, though, I noticed a lovely male Knysna 

Woodpecker in a patch of sun, but it took a short flight. We rounded a bush and enjoyed 

some close-up views of a pair of them before they again took flight. We tried to find them 

again, although the closest we got was a bird that called from seemingly right next to us.  

 

Content with our sightings we headed back to the car for a brief snack before transferring to 

Cape Agulhas, the southernmost tip of Africa. A quick scan from here revealed Greater 

Crested Tern and more White-chinned Petrels offshore. After a good lunch in Struisbaai 

we headed for the nearby De Mond Nature Reserve. On the way to the reserve we enjoyed 

many birds, from the likes of fly-by Black Sparrowhawk through to a lovely male Southern 

Black Korhaan and a pan littered with Kittlitz’s Plovers, Little Stints, and Curlew 

Sandpipers. Arriving at the reserve we headed down to the lagoon and found that the tide 

was in. Many African Oystercatchers littered the sandbar, along with a group of Greater 

Crested and Caspian Terns and Greater Flamingos, and other shorebirds present included 

Grey Plover, Common Greenshank, and Common Ringed and White-fronted Plovers. A 

quick search upstream produced Common Sandpiper, and while leaving we walked into a 

Spotted Eagle-Owl perched in one of the large bushes, catching some of the last warm sun 

rays. Leaving the reserve we had a spectacular sighting of two adult Black Harriers, along 

with running into a beautiful male Malachite Sunbird. We arrived back at our lodgings just 

before sunset after another good day. 

 

Day 3, August 17. The Overberg to Clanwilliam 

We had a long day of travel ahead, transferring to Clanwilliam, and, having found all of the 

key species occurring around the Overberg, we departed after breakfast for Swellendam. We 

made a few stops on the route as the birding was good, and highlights included Cape 

Clapper, Agulhas Long-billed, and Large-billed Larks, many Blue Cranes, Denham’s 

Bustard, a covey of Grey-winged Francolins, and our first Karoo Scrub Robins. After 

heading through Swellendam we veered through the mountains heading to Ceres, with the 

weather continuously changing – from overcast to thick mist, rain, and sun. We immediately 

headed up to Gydo Pass, where we began our search for Protea Canary. We worked a number 

of the viewpoints and had perfect conditions – overcast, but no wind, and a hive of bird 

activity, but we just couldn’t get the Protea Canary. We had excellent views of many Cape 

Canaries, Cape Siskins, Malachite and Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, and Cape 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com


5 | T R I P  R E P O R T                       Cape, Namaqualand and Kalahari August 2016 

www.birdingecotours.com  info@birdingecotours.com 

Sugarbirds. Just as we arrived at the last point we planned to search, a light drizzle started 

falling, but we proceeded to try. Just as we were about to give up, another scan of the line of 

proteas revealed a small but chunky grey bird perched on top – a lovely Protea Canary. I 

had a slight scare as the bird disappeared before the clients could get onto it, but we managed 

to find it again much closer to us and enjoyed some good views. We had lunch in Ceres and 

then made the last stretch to Clanwilliam, arriving in the mid afternoon. After checking into 

our quaint accommodations we headed to the Kransvlei Poort, where we spent the remainder 

of the afternoon. En route wee enjoyed a lovely field of flowers. Sadly, we had a stiff wind 

blowing, which made the birding difficult, but we enjoyed the likes of Yellow-billed Kite, 

Little Rush Warbler, Fairy Flycatcher, Long-billed Crombec, Streaky-headed 

Seedeater, Red-faced Mousebird, and a calling Layard’s Warbler. As the sun set we 

called it a day and headed back to town. 

 

 
 

Good looks were had at Cape Clapper Lark. 

 

Day 4, August 18. Clanwilliam to Springbok 

Although we had broken up the normal, long drive from Cape Town to Springbok, we still 

had a fair bit of ground to cover today, and we only did a relatively short birding walk this 

morning. Birding activity was quite slow, but we enjoyed both White-backed and Red-faced 

Mousebirds and Common Waxbill along with a large family of Southern Fiscals, the 

parents busily attending to their large young. Following breakfast we picked up some 

supplies from the local supermarket for lunch and were on our way to Kamieskroon. A lovely 

Black Harrier was the only noteworthy sighting en route. We arrived in good time, headed 

off on some back roads, and started with a skittish group of meerkats, followed by lunch. We 

made regular breaks during the lunch for the likes of Layard’s Warbler, Grey Tit, Karoo 

Lark, Bokmakierie, and a persistent Cape Clapper Lark that kept on displaying just out of 

our sight. Although we had seen this species already, we were quite intent on getting views of 

the west coast apiata subspecies as well. We enjoyed some fields of flowers between the 

birding as we continued. A magnificent pair of Verreaux’s Eagles played along the rocky 

ridges, an Acacia Pied Barbet peeked precariously out of its nesting hole, and a Mountain 

Wheatear perched atop a large boulder. We had to turn around all too quickly and birded 
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some of the roads just north of Kamieskroon for a bit. We had some excellent birding; our 

first attempt for Cinnamon-breasted Warbler produced the goods, and we had good views 

for a brief period of time, until the bird perched atop some large boulders with the sun 

directly behind it. Other good birds seen included Karoo Chat, Rufous-eared Warbler, 

Malachite Sunbird, Capped Wheatear, and a group of the leucolaema subspecies of Black-

headed Canary. We arrived at the excellent Naries Namakwa Retreat shortly after the sun 

had set. 

 

Day 5, August 19. Port Nolloth and Springbok birding 

After having our packed breakfast early in the morning we hit the road for Port Nolloth. A 

‘stop and go’ stop on the way produced our first Karoo Eremomela, although the bird stayed 

a bit distant, and as we neared Port Nolloth a large group of Ludwig’s Bustards, numbering 

eight individuals, flushed from the roadside. We worked our way along the beachfront before 

moving north to target the Port Nolloth special – Barlow’s Lark. We enjoyed a group of 
Greater Flamingos feeding in the surf, along with Little Egret, Cape and Crowned 

Cormorants, African Oystercatcher, and a lone Grey-headed Gull mixed in with numbers 

of Hartlaub’s Gulls. Transferring into the coastal vegetation, we immediately began our 

search. We found a few different Barlow’s Larks, but all remained rather distant; however, 

after a bit of patience we were rewarded with some good views. Birding was excellent, and 

we also enjoyed great views of Cape Penduline Tit, Tractrac Chat, Cape Long-billed 

Lark, Grey Tit, Lanner Falcon, Greater Kestrel, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Black-

chested Snake Eagle, and another fly-over of Ludwig’s Bustard. Brants’s whistling rat 

showed well on the mammal side.  

 

We headed back toward Springbok and checked into the Goegap Nature Reserve, where we 

spent the afternoon. Following a good lunch in the reserve we birded the surrounding rocky 

slopes and were rewarded with crippling views of a very calm Cinnamon-breasted Warbler 

that hung around for over ten minutes and simply went about its business. A male Dusky 

Sunbird also proved a highlight along with a pale-breasted Jackal Buzzard. We headed onto 

the circular drive, but, sadly, late rains had meant that the flowers were yet to be in bloom. 

However, we enjoyed the wealth of succulents present, along with a number of mammals, 

including gemsbok, springbok, Cape mountain zebra, and South African ground squirrels. 

Birding, on the other hand, was relatively slow, but we did enjoy Ant-eating Chat, Karoo 

Scrub Robin, Verreaux’s Eagle, and eventually our main target, a lively group of Karoo 

Eremomelas. We had stopped to view a few Cape mountain zebras when we picked up on 

the soft calls of this species, and after a bit of running around we had excellent views as the 

birds passed by incredibly close to us, presenting far better views than this morning. 

Following our afternoon drive we arrived back at Naries with a bit of daylight left, and 

Ginger and I set off on a walk. We enjoyed some good birding with exceptional views of a 

Cape Clapper Lark (displaying and perched), along with Karoo Lark, Karoo Thrush, 

Yellow Canary, and a few unexpected Southern Black Korhaans, which showed well, until 

the sun set and we returned back for a cozy dinner.  
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Karoo Eremomela is one of the main targets for the Namaqua region. 

 

Day 6, August 20. Springbok to Pofadder 

We began the day with a brief walk around the grounds before breakfast. The birding was 

good, and we barely made any ground before having to return. We enjoyed excellent views of 

Karoo Lark, Cape Clapper Lark, Karoo Thrush, Karoo Scrub Robin, Cape Weaver, 

Yellow Bishop, Pale-winged Starling, Long-billed Crombec, and Malachite Sunbird. 

After breakfast we collected a few supplies in town before setting off toward Pofadder via the 

back roads. Our first birding stop was near Aggenys, where we would search for the first of 

the proper Bushmanland specials – Red Lark. Activity was a bit slow, but some persistence 

paid off as we initially started with some distant views of a displaying bird and eventually 

bumped into a bird feeding right next to the road, affording some good views as it scampered 

between bushes. Grey-backed Sparrow-Larks were present in large numbers, and following 

up on a brief call revealed a small group of Stark’s Larks that showed well, but only briefly 

before moving off. As we settled down for lunch a nearby water source produced a regular 

flow of birds, including Red-headed Finch, Scaly-feathered Weaver, Mountain 

Wheatear, Lark-like Bunting, Fawn-colored Lark, and our first Sociable Weavers.  

 

We continued on our way to Pofadder with regular stops for species including Karoo Long-

billed, Sabota, and Spike-heeled Larks, Pale-winged Starling, Sickle-winged and Karoo 

Chats, a pair of Namaqua Sandgrouse, White-backed Mousebird, and Pale Chanting 

Goshawk. We made a detour toward a new site for Sclater’s Lark, as a few of their other 
localities had failed to produce them on a recent trip. The main way to see this highly 

nomadic species is to wait at a water trough in suitable habitat for the birds to come and drink 

– which they do regularly throughout the day. After arriving we were immediately rewarded 

with a pair of Sclater’s Lark; however, they didn’t hang around long and seemed to vanish 
into thin air. We waited a little while longer at the water trough, and a further individual came 

in, but again didn’t stay around for any length of time. We tried birding some of the 
surrounding scrub and heard a group of them flying by, but, try as we might, we just couldn’t 
lay eyes on them. All too soon we had to call it quits here and continue on our last leg to 

Pofadder. The late afternoon was pretty quiet, but we managed to add Northern Black 
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Korhaan along with bat-eared fox, klipspringer, steenbok, and another group of skittish 

meerkats before we got to town. 

 

Day 7, August 21. Pofadder to Augrabies 

Having done quite well with the majority of the ‘Bushmanland/Karoo’ specials yesterday, we 
set out to try and track down the last few remaining species possible. We started off well with 

African Red-eyed Bulbul and a pair of Karoo Korhaans that showed brilliantly. Following 

this, the bird activity dropped down remarkably, and we had a largely quiet morning with lots 

of hard work producing not very much. Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Rufous-eared 

Warbler, Chat Flycatcher, Sociable Weaver, and Acacia Pied Barbet were the most 

notable sightings before we turned around and made our way over to the nearby Augrabies 

Falls National Park. We managed to get excellent looks at the highly-desired Pygmy Falcon 

en route. After arriving we sat down for lunch and, following this, set off to explore the falls 

area. It was a lovely day, and in between marveling at the falls we enjoyed the likes of Black 

Stork, Peregrine Falcon, Alpine Swift, African Reed Warbler, Orange River White-eye, 

and African Fish Eagle. Following a bit of R&R, we headed out on a late afternoon game 

drive. The breezy conditions made the going tough, but we managed to eke out Crested 

Barbet, Little Swift, Goliath Heron, African Dater, and a lovely adult Verreaux’s Eagle 

on its nest, feeding a chick. We also managed to get a few mammals, including chacma 

baboon, vervet monkey, klipspringer, springbok, and rock hyrax.  

 

 
 

The charismatic Pygmy Falcon was a highlight during the day. 

 

Day 8, August 22. Augrabies Falls to the Kgalagadi 

We began the morning with a quick breakfast, followed by a morning birding session around 

the camp area. Sadly, the wind was blowing quite strongly, which always makes birding a bit 

more difficult, but despite this we enjoyed a good morning. A Giant Kingfisher flew 

overhead, calling loudly, while many Namaqua Warblers tormented us for some time as, try 

as we might, we just couldn’t see the birds in the stiff wind. Eventually, as we had practically 
given up on seeing them, an individual popped up just in front us and gave us some great 

(and greatly relieving) views! In the process of trying to get views of the warblers we enjoyed 
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comparative looks at Cape and African Pied Wagtails, along with feeding groups of 

Common Waxbills, Familiar Chat, White-throated Canary, Southern Grey-headed 

Sparrow, African Hoopoe, and White-throated Swallow over the open lawns. The Acacia 

patches held a number of great birds, including Pririt Batis, Brubru, Crested and Acacia 

Pied Barbets, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, White-backed Mousebird, Dusky Sunbird, and 

Common Scimitarbill, among others. Before long, though, we had to begin the long trip 

northwards to the base of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, where we would be staying just 

outside the park. Following a good lunch in Upington we made steady progress and started 

with some birding around Askham. The birding was good, and we enjoyed numbers of Grey-

backed Sparrow-Larks together with nesting White-backed Vultures, Lilac-breasted 

Roller, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Fork-tailed Drongo, 

Common Scimitarbill, African Grey Hornbill, and Cape Starling.  

 

We transferred to the nearby Kgalagadi Lodge, where we would be based for the next few 

days, and the clients opted for an easy, relaxing afternoon. Late in the afternoon Ginger and I 

went out for a walk around the property and got acquainted with some of the Kgalagadi birds. 

Black-throated Canaries, Scaly-feathered Weavers, and Red-headed Finches flitted 

between bushes, while noisy Black-chested Prinias danced around in the rank growth. A 

colony of White-browed Sparrow-Weavers fed on the ground below their nests before a 

Kalahari Scrub Robin started calling from the tree tops, which seemed to spur on a lively 

Chestnut-vented Warbler from the same tree, and a group of Namaqua Doves flew by at 

the end of the walk. As we headed for dinner we had a lovely show from a Western Barn 

Owl flying around us, calling loudly, before it headed off into the night.  

 

Day 9, August 23. Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

Following a quick breakfast we entered the famous Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park with tons of 

excitement. Today we would work our way up towards Nossob before returning for a quick 

‘early dinner’ at the lodge and having a sunset/night drive out of Twee Rivieren. The day was 

largely excellent, with good numbers of sought-after birds, plenty of raptors, and our fair 

share of brilliant mammal sightings. Namaqua and Burchell’s Sandgrouse treated us to a 

great showing at a few of the waterholes, and we watched a Gabar Goshawk attempt to take 

out a Laughing Dove, admittedly, fairly half-heartedly. Raptors were well represented, and 

we enjoyed Bateleur, Tawny and Martial Eagles, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Rock Kestrel, 

and Lanner Falcon. After some effort we eventually managed to locate some Kori Bustards 

seeking respite from the relentless sun under the shade of some large camelthorn trees.  

 

The ‘smaller’ birds were also well represented, and during the course of the day we observed 
the likes of Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, African Hoopoe, the striking Crimson-breasted 

Shrike, Ashy Tit, Long-billed Crombec, Desert Cisticola, Chestnut-vented Warbler, 

both Karoo and Kalahari Scrub Robins, Marico Flycatcher, Red-billed Quelea, and 

African Pipit. On the mammal side we enjoyed a spectacular day for cheetah, encountering 

at least two different families. We started off with a mother with three cubs standing sentinel 

atop one of the dunes, followed by a mother with four cubs moving through some woodland. 

We ran into another mother with three cubs later in the day, not too far from our first sighting 

of them, and so suspect they were the same family. We were also treated to two lions lazing 

about in the dry riverbed. A black-backed jackal ran across the road and, stopping alongside 

this individual, we watched as it quickly ate a rodent it had caught. We finally enjoyed some 

good looks at the prized meerkats, while antelopes were represented by springbok, blue 

wildebeest, gemsbok, and steenbok. At one of the picnic sites we had good looks at a four-

striped grass mouse that had become habituated to people. Following our dinner we headed 

http://www.birdingecotours.com/
mailto:info@birdingecotours.com


10 | T R I P  R E P O R T                       Cape, Namaqualand and Kalahari August 2016 

www.birdingecotours.com  info@birdingecotours.com 

back for our sunset/night drive. This too was good, and although birds were only represented 

by Northern Black Korhaan and numerous Spotted Eagle-Owls, we enjoyed good looks at 

both Cape and bat-eared foxes and excellent views of many African wild cats along with 

common duiker, scrub hare, and springhare.  

 

 
 

A lovely family of five cheetahs in the Kgalagadi 

 

Day 10, August 24. Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

With another full day in the park we headed up towards Mata Mata this time. The birding was 

pretty good throughout the day. We started well with an excellent Pearl-spotted Owlet 

sighting together with Groundscraper Thrush before heading into the park proper. 

Beginning with the larger birds, raptors were again well represented with many great 

Secretarybird sightings, along with African Harrier-Hawk, White-backed Vulture, 

Black-chested and Brown Snake Eagles, Bateleur, Martial and Tawny Eagles, Jackal 

Buzzard, a stunning adult Black Harrier quartering over the dunes, Rock and Greater 

Kestrels, along with Lanner and Red-necked Falcons. The Red-necked Falcon sadly left a 

bit to be desired, as it flew out of one of the trees in the riverbed while we were watching a 

Brown Snake Eagle and disappeared further up the river - we were unable to relocate it. 

Many of these species were seen on nests, and we also enjoyed a pair of Tawny Eagles with 

a large snake firmly in the grasp of one of them. We didn’t have to battle for Kori Bustards 

today and enjoyed good looks at many individuals. We watched as a pair of Lanner Falcons 

put the fear of god into a large contingent of doves and finches at one waterhole.  

 

We had many of the same ‘smaller’ species as yesterday, while new additions included 

Purple and Lilac-breasted Rollers, Common Scimitarbill, Southern Yellow-billed and 

African Grey Hornbills, a distant Cardinal Woodpecker, Sabota Lark, a very confiding 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela, a somewhat out-of-place Short-toed Rock Thrush at one of the 

picnic sites, and a Violet-eared Waxbill that simply refused to cooperate. What was 

surprising was the number of Spotted Eagle-Owls we saw today – finding a number of 

roosting individuals throughout the park. The mammals were a little slower today, but we did 

enjoy our first red hartebeest and giraffes aside from the regular array of species. Our cats 
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were somewhat limited, and we only came across our first cat in the late afternoon – a regal 

lioness lying in the riverbed, roaring softly. After a good two days in the park we retired for a 

well-deserved meal.  

 

Day 11, August 25. Kgalagadi to Kimberley 

With an incredibly long day of driving ahead of us we hit the road shortly after breakfast. 

Today was almost entirely a travel day and saw us arriving at Marrick Safaris, just outside of 

Kimberley, in the late afternoon. That being said, we made a number of stops on the way to 

break up the journey. Our first stops were near Askham, where we enjoyed our first look at a 

Lappet-faced Vulture flying low over the road. Kori Bustard, White-backed Vulture, and 

Tawny Eagle followed shortly after. An opportunistic stop near Griekwastad produced a few 

Bradfield’s Swifts among a number of Little and African Palm Swifts. After arriving 

Ginger and I again set off to explore the area surrounding the main house. We had a good 

late-afternoon walk and managed to notch up a number of birds. Wattled Starling, Crowned 

Lapwing, Northern Black Korhaan, and the sought-after Double-banded Courser were 

seen on the open plains, while the surrounding Acacia woodland was excellent and produced 

Black-throated and Yellow Canaries, Black-faced Waxbill, Marico and Fiscal 

Flycatchers, Kalahari Scrub Robin, Chestnut-vented Warbler, Fairy Flycatcher, 

Crimson-breasted Shrike, Brubru, Pririt Batis, Common Scimitarbill, and a calling 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker that we just couldn’t find. Despite the day being mostly a 
driving day, we managed to get some good birds during its course.  

 

 
 

Double-banded Coursers are always exciting to find. 

 

Day 12, August 26. Kimberley 

We woke up ready for our last full day on the tour and got going shortly after a good 

breakfast. We spent the entire morning birding around the property, taking in all its open, 

grassy habitats together with its excellent Acacia woodland. The woodland delivered many 

exciting species, including excellent views of Black-faced and Violet-eared Waxbills, Red-

headed Finch, Cape Penduline Tit, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Acacia Pied Barbet, 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Common Scimitarbill, and some visuals this time of Golden-
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tailed Woodpecker. The open areas, however, were the prime focus of our birding, and we 

were well rewarded. We managed to get more excellent views of multiple Double-banded 

Coursers, which are always exciting to see. Larks were also well represented, and after some 

work we eventually managed to get stunning views of the sought-after Pink-billed Lark. 

Spike-heeled, Red-capped, and Eastern Clapper Larks and Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark 

featured as a good supporting cast. We were treated to excellent close-up views of a Cloud 

Cisticola on the ground, while nearby Ant-eating Chats and Northern Black Korhaans 

vied for attention. Both Kori Bustard and Namaqua Sandgrouse treated us to good flybys, 

while Quailfinch obliged a few times with some rather poor flybys, sadly.  

 

A number of Pearl-breasted Swallows worked over the area, and we had good views of 

them when they eventually alighted on a nearby fence. A pair of South African Shelducks 

walking in the open fields was a strange sight. Before rounding the morning off we enjoyed 

good views of nesting Western Barn Owls up in a high nesting box. Mammals were also 

well represented, with springbok pronking and black wildebeest, red hartebeest, giraffe, 

plains zebra, and common duiker all being seen well. Following a large lunch and a bit of 

time off we headed to the large Kamfers Dam on the northern outskirts of the city. The 

normal access point only treated us to distant views of the birds, and after some scouting we 

tried a few back roads and managed to get ourselves right to the dam’s edge. Here we 
marveled at the thousands of Lesser Flamingos, together with smaller numbers of their 

larger cousin, Greater Flamingo. We were also treated to a small group of Hottentot Teals 

with some Yellow-billed Ducks on the dam’s flooded edge. A number of waders/shorebirds 
were also present, and sifting through them revealed Little Stint, Ruddy Turnstone, and 

Kittlitz’s and Three-banded Plovers. A few Common Moorhens scuttled quickly across 

openings in the vegetation, while noisy Grey-headed Gulls constantly flew overhead. The 

surrounding woodland produced a lovely White-bellied Sunbird together with a lone Pale 

Chanting Goshawk, Wattled Starlings, and Common Waxbills.  

 

We returned back to Marrick for the last bit of daylight, and Ginger and I headed off to visit a 

nearby pond, while Pat relaxed. We enjoyed a number of seedeaters coming in to drink, 

consisting of Scaly-feathered Weaver, Red-headed Finch, Lark-like Bunting, Yellow 

Canary, Red-billed Quelea, and a lone non-breeding Shaft-tailed Whydah. After a good 

dinner we readied ourselves for our night drive around the property. We were joined by 

Johnny for the evening, and we headed out with high hopes. We had barely got going when 

we had a striped polecat scamper across the road and disappear. Large numbers of 

springhares were in evidence, and we were also treated to good views of Cape Hare. Not long 

afterwards we picked up on some promising eyeshine, and as we got slightly closer we 

confirmed that it was indeed that of black-footed cat. This is an incredibly sought-after cat, 

due to both its scarcity and secretive habits, and it is always truly exciting to come across 

one. We managed to get a bit closer and enjoyed some good looks before the cat hunkered 

down in the vegetation and disappeared out of sight. Excellent! A highveld gerbil followed 

soon after, and we were also treated to a quick view of a Cape porcupine before it 

disappeared. The small hyena-like aardwolf was next up, and we truly had incredible close-

up views of one – certainly the best views I’ve had of one ever before. We were able to fully 
appreciate this magnificent creature with its bold stripes and shaggy fur. Aardvark was the 

only outstanding target, and we spent the next hour or so searching without seeing much 

more. We eventually managed to get onto a bat-eared fox, and while we were enjoying it 

picked up on a ‘large’ beast scampering away – aardvark. We had to backtrack a bit and drive 

a small loop to intercept the animal. We picked it up shortly after and watched as it came 

toward us. Although it never got really close, we had good views of it and even watched as it 
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began digging, sending masses of dirt into the night air. This secretive, nocturnal mammal is 

also a highly-prized species, and a sighting is never guaranteed. With all our targets having 

been seen well we called it an evening after an excellent night drive – we certainly couldn’t 
have asked for a better one! 

 

 
 

The stunning Violet-eared Waxbill showed well. 

 

Day 13, August 27. Departure 

With Pat and Ginger having a mid-morning departure from Kimberley Airport, we had only a 

brief period this morning available for birding before having to head to the airport. After 

breakfast we set out on a walk to see what we could track down. Despite the wind we had a 

good morning with sightings of Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Ashy Tit, Cardinal 

Woodpecker, Pririt Batis, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Black-

faced Waxbill, and African Hoopoe. Numbers of Swifts were moving overhead, and we 

enjoyed looks at Bradfield’s, Little, and White-rumped. Before long we were on our way to 

the airport, and when dropping Pat and Ginger off, I said goodbye to them. 

 

 

I would just like to thank Pat and Ginger for the good times shared, the good fun had, and the 

brilliant birding we enjoyed! The vast array of areas, habitats, and regions covered resulted in 

an impressive list of species seen, including some of the region’s most prized species. Our 
incredible night drive on the last night must surely rank as one of the top highlights, along 

with our spectacular cheetah sightings, but on a tour filled with so many great areas and 

wonderful birds and mammals there were many highlights. 
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CAPE, NAMAQUALAND AND KALAHARI BIRD LIST AUSGUST 2016 

 Bold = country endemic  

Status: NT = Near-threatened, VU = Vulnerable, EN = Endangered, CE = 

Critically Endangered 

Common name (IOC 6.3) Scientific name (IOC 6.3) Trip 

  STRUTHIONIFORMES   

Ostriches  Struthionidae   

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 1 

  ANSERIFORMES   

Ducks, Geese and Swans  Anatidae   

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 1 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 1 

South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 1 

Cape Teal Anas capensis 1 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 1 

Cape Shoveler Anas smithii 1 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 1 

  GALLIFORMES   

Guineafowl  Numididae   

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 1 

      

Pheasants and allies Phasianidae   

Grey-winged Francolin Scleroptila afra 1 

Cape Spurfowl Pternistis capensis 1 

  SPHENISCIFORMES   

Penguins  Spheniscidae   

African Penguin - EN Spheniscus demersus 1 

  PROCELLARIIFORMES   

Petrels, Shearwaters  Procellariidae   

White-chinned Petrel - VU Procellaria aequinoctialis 1 

  PODICIPEDIFORMES   

Grebes  Podicipedidae   

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 

  PHOENICOPTERIFORMES   

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae   

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 1 

Lesser Flamingo - NT Phoeniconaias minor 1 

  CICONIIFORMES   

Storks  Ciconiidae   

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1 

  PELECANIFORMES   
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Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae   

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1 

Herons, Bitterns Ardeidae   

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 1 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 1 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 

Hamerkop Scopidae   

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae   

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 1 

  SULIFORMES   

Gannets, Boobies  Sulidae   

Cape Gannet - VU Morus capensis 1 

Cormorants, Shags  Phalacrocoracidae   

Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 1 

Crowned Cormorant - NT Microcarbo coronatus 1 

Bank Cormorant - EN Phalacrocorax neglectus 1 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 1 

Cape Cormorant - EN Phalacrocorax capensis 1 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae   

African Darter Anhinga rufa 1 

  ACCIPITRIFORMES   

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae   

Secretarybird - VU Sagittarius serpentarius 1 

Kites, Hawks and Eagles Accipitridae   

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 1 

White-backed Vulture - CE Gyps africanus 1 

Lappet-faced Vulture - EN Torgos tracheliotos 1 

Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 1 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 1 

Bateleur - NT Terathopius ecaudatus 1 

Martial Eagle - VU Polemaetus bellicosus 1 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 1 

Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii 1 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 1 
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Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus 1 

Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus 1 

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 1 

Black Harrier - VU Circus maurus 1 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 1 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 1 

Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 1 

  OTIDIFORMES   

Bustards  Otididae   

Kori Bustard - NT Ardeotis kori 1 

Ludwig's Bustard - EN Neotis ludwigii 1 

Denham's Bustard - NT Neotis denhami 1 

Karoo Korhaan Eupodotis vigorsii 1 

Southern Black Korhaan - VU Afrotis afra 1 

Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides 1 

  GRUIFORMES   

Rails, Crakes and Coots  Rallidae   

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 1 

Cranes Gruidae   

Blue Crane - VU Grus paradisea 1 

  CHARADRIIFORMES   

Stone-curlews, Thick-knees  Burhinidae   

Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 1 

Oystercatchers  Haematopodidae   

African Oystercatcher - NT Haematopus moquini 1 

Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae   

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1 

Plovers Charadriidae   

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 1 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 1 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 1 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 1 

White-fronted Plover Charadrius marginatus 1 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae   

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 1 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 1 

Curlew Sandpiper - NT Calidris ferruginea 1 
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Coursers, Pratincoles Glareolidae   

Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus 1 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers Laridae   

Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 1 

Hartlaub's Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 1 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 1 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 1 

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 1 

  PTEROCLIFORMES   

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae   

Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua 1 

Burchell's Sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli 1 

  COLUMBIFORMES   

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae   

Rock Dove Columba livia 1 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 1 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 1 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 1 

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 1 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 1 

  STRIGIFORMES   

Barn Owls Tytonidae   

Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 1 

Owls  Strigidae   

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 1 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 1 

  APODIFORMES   

Swifts  Apodidae   

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 1 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1 

Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi 1 

Little Swift Apus affinis 1 

White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 1 

  COLIIFORMES   

Mousebirds  Coliidae   

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 1 

White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 1 

Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 1 

  CORACIIFORMES   

Rollers  Coraciidae   

Purple Roller Coracias naevius 1 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 1 
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Kingfishers Alcedinidae   

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 1 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae   

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 1 

  BUCEROTIFORMES   

Hoopoes  Upupidae   

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 1 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae   

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 1 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae   

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 1 

African Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus 1 

  PICIFORMES   

African Barbets Lybiidae   

Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 1 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 1 

Woodpeckers  Picidae   

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 1 

Knysna Woodpecker Campethera notata 1 

Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 1 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 1 

  FALCONIFORMES   

Caracaras, Falcons Falconidae   

Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 1 

Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus 1 

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 1 

Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera 1 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 1 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1 

  PASSERIFORMES   

Wattle-eyes, Batises  Platysteiridae   

Cape Batis Batis capensis 1 

Pririt Batis Batis pririt 1 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae   

Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus 1 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 1 

Southern Tchagra Tchagra tchagra 1 

Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 1 

Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 1 

Brubru Nilaus afer 1 

Shrikes  Laniidae   

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 1 
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Drongos  Dicruridae   

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 1 

Crows, Jays  Corvidae   

Cape Crow Corvus capensis 1 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 1 

White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 1 

Rockjumpers Chaetopidae   

Cape Rockjumper Chaetops frenatus 1 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae   

Fairy Flycatcher Stenostira scita 1 

Tits, Chickadees  Paridae   

Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens 1 

Grey Tit Melaniparus afer 1 

Penduline Tits Remizidae   

Cape Penduline Tit Anthoscopus minutus 1 

Larks  Alaudidae   

Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 1 

Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata 1 

Cape Long-billed Lark Certhilauda curvirostris 1 

Agulhas Long-billed Lark Certhilauda brevirostris 1 

Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix verticalis 1 

Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 1 

Fawn-colored Lark Calendulauda africanoides 1 

Karoo Lark Calendulauda albescens 1 

Red Lark - VU Calendulauda burra 1 

Barlow's Lark Calendulauda barlowi 1 

Eastern Clapper Lark Mirafra fasciolata 1 

Cape Clapper Lark Mirafra apiata 1 

Sclater's Lark - NT Spizocorys sclateri 1 

Stark's Lark Spizocorys starki 1 

Pink-billed Lark Spizocorys conirostris 1 

Large-billed Lark Galerida magnirostris 1 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 1 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae   

African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 1 

Cape Bulbul Pycnonotus capensis 1 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae   

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 1 

Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 1 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 1 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae   

Cape Grassbird Sphenoeacus afer 1 
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Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 1 

Victorin's Warbler Cryptillas victorini H 

Reed Warblers and allies  Acrocephalidae   

Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris H 

African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 1 

Grassbirds and allies  Locustellidae   

Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 1 

Cisticolas and allies Cisticolidae   

Grey-backed Cisticola Cisticola subruficapilla 1 

Levaillant's Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 1 

Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 1 

Cloud Cisticola Cisticola textrix 1 

Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 1 

Karoo Prinia Prinia maculosa 1 

Namaqua Warbler Phragmacia substriata 1 

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 1 

Rufous-eared Warbler Malcorus pectoralis 1 

Cinnamon-breasted Warbler Euryptila subcinnamomea 1 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 1 

Karoo Eremomela Eremomela gregalis 1 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae   

Chestnut-vented Warbler Sylvia subcaerulea 1 

Layard's Warbler Sylvia layardi 1 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae   

Cape White-eye Zosterops virens 1 

Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus 1 

Sugarbirds  Promeropidae   

Cape Sugarbird Promerops cafer 1 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae   

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 1 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 1 

Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 1 

Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor 1 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 1 

Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 1 

Thrushes  Turdidae   

Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 1 

Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 1 

Karoo Thrush Turdus smithi 1 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae   

Karoo Scrub Robin Cercotrichas coryphoeus 1 
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Kalahari Scrub Robin Cercotrichas paena 1 

Chat Flycatcher Melaenornis infuscatus 1 

Marico Flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis 1 

Fiscal Flycatcher Melaenornis silens 1 

Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 1 

Cape Rock Thrush Monticola rupestris 1 

Sentinel Rock Thrush Monticola explorator 1 

Short-toed Rock Thrush Monticola brevipes 1 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 1 

Sickle-winged Chat Emarginata sinuata 1 

Karoo Chat Emarginata schlegelii 1 

Tractrac Chat Emarginata tractrac 1 

Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 1 

Mountain Wheatear Myrmecocichla monticola 1 

Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 1 

Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 1 

Sunbirds Nectariniidae   

Orange-breasted Sunbird Anthobaphes violacea 1 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 1 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 1 

White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 1 

Dusky Sunbird Cinnyris fuscus 1 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches  Passeridae   

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 1 

Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius 1 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1 

Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 1 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 1 

Weavers, Widowbirds  Ploceidae   

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 1 

Scaly-feathered Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 1 

Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 1 

Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 1 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 1 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 1 

Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 1 

Waxbills, Munias and allies  Estrildidae   

Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 1 

Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus 1 

Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis 1 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 1 

Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 1 
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Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 1 

Indigobirds, Whydahs  Viduidae   

Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia 1 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae   

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 1 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 1 

Cape Longclaw Macronyx capensis 1 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 1 

Finches  Fringillidae   

Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis 1 

Cape Siskin Crithagra totta 1 

Yellow Canary Crithagra flaviventris 1 

Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 1 

Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis 1 

White-throated Canary Crithagra albogularis 1 

Protea Canary Crithagra leucoptera 1 

Cape Canary Serinus canicollis 1 

Black-headed Canary Serinus alario 1 

Buntings, New World Sparrows  Emberizidae   

Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 1 

Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 1 

TOTAL 251 

 

 

CAPE, NAMAQUALAND AND KALAHARI MAMMAL LIST AUSGUST 

2016 

Common name Scientific name Trip 

  RODENTIA   

  Muridae   

Brants's Whistling Rat Parotomys brantsii 1 

Four-striped Grass Mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 1 

Highveld Gerbil Gerbilliscus brantsii 1 

  Sciuridae   

South African Ground Squirrel Xerus inauris 1 

  Hystricidae   

Cape Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 1 

  Pedetidae   

Springhare Pedetes capensis 1 

  LAGOMORPHA   

  Leporidae   

Cape Hare Lepus capensis 1 

Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 1 
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  HYRACOIDEA   

  Procaviidae   

Rock Hyrax  Procavia capensis 1 

  PERISSODACTYLA   

  Equidae   

Cape Mountain Zebra Equus zebra zebra 1 

Plains Zebra Equus quagga 1 

  ARTIODACTYLA   

  Giraffidae   

Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 1 

  Suidae   

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 1 

  Bovidae   

Black Wildebeest Connochaetes gnou 1 

Blue Wildebeest 
Connochaetes taurinus 

taurinus 

1 

Common Eland Tragelaphus oryx 1 

Red Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus caama 1 

Bontebok Damaliscus pygargus pygargus 1 

Common Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 1 

Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 1 

Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 1 

Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 1 

Grey Rhebok Pelea capreolus 1 

Gemsbok Oryx gazella 1 

  CARNIVORA   

  Hyaenidae   

Aardwolf Proteles cristata 1 

  Felidae   

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 1 

Lion Panthera leo 1 

African Wildcat Felis silvestris lybica 1 

Black-footed Cat Felis nigripes 1 

  Canidae   

Bat-eared Fox Otocyon megalotis 1 

Cape Fox Vulpes chama 1 

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 1 

  Mustelidae   

Zorilla Ictonyx striatus 1 

  Herpestidae   

Meerkat Suricata suricatta 1 

Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 1 

Egyptian Mongoose Herpestes ichneumon 1 
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  PRIMATES   

  Cercopithecidae   

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 1 

Vervet monkey Chlorocebus pygerythrus 1 

  TUBULIDENTATA   

  Orycteropodidae   

Aardvark Orycteropus afer 1 

TOTAL 39 
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