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Guides:  Andrea Molina and Woody Wheeler  

with Bill, David, Denise, John, Jerry, Judy, Karen, Linda, Lori, Mark, Pat and Robin 

 
Photo taken by Luke, a volunteer at Manu Learning Center 

 

Day 1:  Lima to Pantanos de Villa, Pucusana, San Pedro Beach 
On a cool, misty morning we headed south from Lima along its extensive public beaches to the 

protected wetlands of Pantanos De Villa.  As soon as we stepped of the bus onto the spongy, soft straw 

trails of the refuge, we were surrounded by birds. West Peruvian Doves with their enchanting blue 
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perches, and a Long-tailed Mockingbird chose a utility wire for its perch.  Competition for perching 

spots was fierce! 

 

Then came the next wave of birds as we ambled along the soft straw trails of the refuge:  Yellow-

bellied Seedeater, Lesser Goldfinch, Snowy and Great Egrets, as well as the appropriately named Many-

colored Rush Tyrant.  Andrea helped attract a Wren-likŜ wǳǎƘōƛǊŘ ōȅ ƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ άŎƭƛŎƪŜǘȅέ ŎŀƭƭΦ  

                
Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻƴŘǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ Ǝƻƻd looks at majestic Great Grebe, Slate-colored Coot, and 

White-cheeked Pintail.  Continuing on the loop trail through salt-marsh wetlands we encountered 

Grassland Yellow Finch, Drab Seedeater, Plumbeous Rail and several Least Bittern.  We watched our 

first Croaking Doves perch for a few minutes until they were flushed by an attacking Peregrine Falcon.  

Miraculously, the much slower doves escaped. 

 

After completing the very birdy and scenic loop trail, we drove a short distance to another salt marsh 

separated from the Pacific Ocean by a narrow isthmus of sandy beach. IŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ 

Phalarope, Yellow-hooded Blackbird, Blue-winged Teal and Whimbrel along with many other species.   
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At this point it was time to head to the fishing town of Pucusana for our boat tour along a rugged 

stretch of the Pacific where nesting cormorants, seabirds and sea mammals can be found.  The 

fishermen were gathered as we set out in our motorized fishing boats which doubled as tour boats.  

Soon after launching into the lively, colorful harbor of Pucusana, we saw Inca Terns, Seaside Cinclodes, 

American and Blackish Oystercatchers.  As we left the harbor and headed along a stretch of open sea 

along steep rocky bluffs, numerous birds roosted there including Peruvian Pelicans, Peruvian and Blue-

footed Boobies, Red-legged and a few Guanay Cormorants.  As we pulled into a bay, we spotted our 

first of three Humboldt Penguins, interspersed among the Boobies on the heavily chalked rocky cliffs.  

A large group of South American Sea Lions and a rare Marine Sea Otter joined the sea bird gathering. 

 
Following this seabird extravaganza, we enjoyed a fresh seafood lunch at a Pucusana restaurant.  Then 

we returned to Lima via a stop at San Pedro Beach.  Here we did especially well with shorebirds, finding 

Stilt Sandpiper, Sanderling, Semi-palmated and Snowy Plover and Lesser Yellowlegs. Peruvian 

Meadowlarks and Vermilion Flycatchers with their brilliant red plumage stood out in contrast against 

the green and brown marsh grasses. 

 

At dusk we returned to our comfortable Lima hotel to celebrate a successful first day with drinks and 

dinner.  It was the last day of salt water environs for our group which was about to spend the rest of 

the trip in the Andes and a wide variety of inland habitats. 

 

Day 2: Lima to Cusco; Lago de Huacarpay; Paucona Archaelogical Site, Paucartambu 

and Wayqecha Biological Station 
Today was primarily a travel day from Lima to Cusco and eventually to Wayqecha in the high cloud 

forests of the Andes.  We departed very early in the morning for our flight to Cusco where we had 

breakfast at a nice place with fresh baked goods.  The sun came out showcasing CuǎŎƻΩǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ 

mountainous surroundings.   
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After breakfast, we travelled by van to Laguna Huacarpay.  The action began the minute we were out 

of the van.  A Black-chested Buzzard Hawk was being chased across the sky by an Andean Lapwing.  

Yellow-winged Blackbirds popped out of the grasses, briefly perching on them in small groups prior to 

diving back into them. The bright sunlight on the lago (lake) illuminated the turquoise bills of Puna 

Teal.  As they dabbled, they were followed closely by a half-dozen WƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ tƘŀƭŀǊƻǇŜǎΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

feeding on the scraps of vegetation stirred up by the teal ς a good example of commensalism.   

 

Our first Andean Gulls flew over and landed on the far shore of the lake.  A Variable Hawk flew then 

perched on a nearby rocky hillside.  Plumbeous Rail wandered through the grasses and out into the 

open mud flats. 

 

             
 

We then drove a short distance to some pre-Incan ruins.  In this 

protected area, we encountered Puna Ibis, Yellow-billed Teal, 

Cinerous Conebill, Golden-billed Saltator, Peruvian Sierra Finch and a 

close look at a Great Horned Owl. 

 

Following this productive morning of birding and archaeological site-

seeing, we stopped for a picnic lunch in a pasture in the tiny hamlet of 

Paucona.  Here we were visited by local kids, dogs and sheep as we 

admired the scenery, the sense of history and the birds nearby 

including a Mountain Caracara. 

 


