Peru: Manu National Parkvith Machu
Picchu Extension
October10-28, 2018 with Woody Wheeler
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Photo taken by Luke, a volunteer at Manu Learning Center

Day 1:Lima to Pantanos de Villa, Pucusana, San Pd&kach
On a cool, misty morning we headed south from Lima along its extensive public beaches to

the

protected wetlands of Pantanos De Villa. As soon as we stepped of the bus onto the spongy, soft straw

trails of the refuge, we were surrounded by bird§ed Peruvian Doves with their enchanting blue
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perches, and a LoAgiled Mockingbird chose a utility wire for its perch. Competition for perching
spots was fiere!

Then came the next wave of birds as we amlalkohgthe soft straw trails of the refuge: Yellew
bellied Seedeater, Lesser Goldfinch, Snowy and Great Egrets, as well as the appropriately nammed Many
colored Rush Tyrant. Andrea helped attracta Wik wdza K6 ANR o6& AYAUGlF GAy[
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White-cheeked Pintail. Continuing on the loop trail through -sadtrsh wetlands we enamtered
Grassland Yellow Finch, Drab Seedea®umbeous Rail and several Least Bittern. We watched our
first Croaking Doves perch for a few minutes until they were flushed by an attacking Peregrine Falgon.
Miraculously, the much slower doves escaped.

After completing the very birdy and scenic loop trail, we drove a short distance to another salt margh
separated fromthe Pacific Ocean bg narrow isthmus ofsand/ beach.| SNE 4SS ¥ 2 dzy
Phalarope, Yellovmooded Blackbird, Blueringed Teal and Whibrel along withmanyother species.
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At this point it was time to head to the fishing town of Pucusana for our boat tour along a rugged

stretch of the Pacific where nesting cormorants, seabirds and sea mammals can be found. The

fishermenwere gathered as we set out in our motorized fishing boats which doubled as tour boats.

Soon after launching into the lively, colorful harbor of Pucusana, we saw Inca Terns, Seaside Cinclodes.

American and Blackish Oystercatchers. As we left the hamwbhaaded along a stretch of open sea
along steep rocky bluffs, numerous birds roosted there including Peruvian Pelicans, Peruvian and B

footed Boobies, Retbgged and a few Guanay Cormorants. As we pulled into a bay, we spotted our

first of three Humloldt Penguins, interspersed among the Boobies on the heavily chalked rocky clifi
A large group of South American Sea Lions aadesMarine Sea Otter joined thgea birdgathering
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Following this seabird extravaganza, we enjoyed a fresh seafooll atrec Pucusana restaurant. Then

lue

we returned to Lima via a stop at San Pedro Beach. Here we did especially well with shorebirds, finding

Stilt Sandpiper, Sanderling, Sepalmated and Snowy Plover and Lesser Yellowlegs. Peruvig
Meadowlarks and Vermilioflycatchers with their brilliant red plumage stood out in contrast against
the green and brown marsh grasses.

At dusk we returned to our comfortable Lima hotel to celebrate a successful first day with drinks apd

dinner. It was the last day of salt watenvironsfor our group which was about to spend the rest of
the trip in the Andes and a wide variety of inland habitats.

Day 2:Lima to Cusco; Lago de Huacarpay; Paucona Archaelogical Site, Paucartambu
and WaygechaBiological Station
Today was primarila travel day from Lima to Cusco and eventuallfAtaygechain the high cloud

forests of the Andes. We departed very early in the morning for our flight to Cusco where we had
breakfast at a nice place with fresh baked goods. The sun came out showca&ir@2C@ a R NJ

mountainous surroundings.
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After breakfast, we travelled by van to Laguna Huacarpay. The action began the minute we were

out

of the van. A Blaekhested Buzzard Hawk was being chased across the sky by an Andean Lapwing.

Yellowwinged Bhckbirds popped out of the grasses, briefly perching on them in small groups prior
diving back into them. The bright sunlight on the lago (lake) illuminated the turquoise bills of Pu

Teal. As they dabbled, they were followed closely by adwdén VA f a2y Qa t KI £ I NB LJS

feeding on the scraps of vegetation stirred up by the tealgood example of commensalism.
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Our first Andean Gulls flew over and landed on the far shore of the lake. A Variable Hawk flew then

perched on a nearby rocky hillside?2lumbeous Railvandered through the grasses and out into the
open mud flats.

We then drove a short idtance to some préncan ruins. In this
protected area, we encounteredPuna lbis, Yellowbilled Teal,
Cinerous Conebill, Goldéilled Saltator, Peruvian Sierra Finch andja
close look at &reatHorned Owl.

Following this productive morning of birdiramd archaeological site
seeing, we stopped for a picnic lunch in a pasture in the tiny hamlej of
Paucona. Here we were visited by local kids, dogs and sheep a§ we
admired the scenery, the sense of history and the birds neary
includinga Mountain Caracara
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